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Greg E. Carr, Edwidge Danticat, Nikole Hannah-Jones,
Karen Hunter, Talib Kweli, Cornel West, and Honorary
Chairperson SONIA SANCHEZ Celebrate and Support the
20th Anniversary of the Center for Black Literature
at Medgar Evers College, CUNY: October 20, 2022!

Brooklyn, NY -- The Center for Black Literature at Medgar Evers College of the City University
of New York (CBL) announces its 20th anniversary celebration on Thursday, October 20, 2022.
To commemorate this milestone, a special event, the 20th Anniversary Jubilee: A Cultural and
Literary Arts Experience, will take place as an in-person event at Medgar Evers College in
Brooklyn, New York. Sonia Sanchez, a longtime supporter of the Center, is the honorary
chairperson for the celebration, and esteemed friends of the Center Greg E. Carr, Edwidge
Danticat, Nikole Hannah-Jones, Karen Hunter, Talib Kweli, and Cornel West serve on the
honorary committee. Some committee members will attend and give remarks in person. Vice
President of the United States KAMALA HARRIS has sent a congratulatory statement to be read
publicly at the Jubilee. Additionally, Members of Congress, New York State Assembly members,
Council Members from the City of New York, the Mayor of New York City, or their official
representatives will present proclamations at the celebration.

The Center also announced that the two honorees for the Jubilee celebration are TROY
JOHNSON, president and founder of the African American Literature Book Club, for his literary
activism and institution-building, and CHERYL WILLS for her work as an award-winning journalist,
television host, and author for more than two decades. BET, Meta Business Partners, and Nielsen
are corporate sponsors of the Jubilee.

Founded in October 2002, CBL has been committed to its mission to broaden and enrich the
public’s knowledge and appreciation of Black literature. Tickets can be purchased, and donations
can be made, via this link.
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UPDATED Press Release: 20" Anniversary Jubilee Celebration
for the Center for Black Literature: October 20, 2022 (Brooklyn, NY).

20TH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE
HONORARY COMMITTEE
‘GREG E. CARR

EDWIDGE DANTICAT
NIKOLE HANNAH-JONES
KAREN HUNTER

TALIB KWELI

CORNEL WEST

HONORARY CHAIR
SONIA SANCHEZ

CENTER FOR BLACK LITERATURE

20TH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2022
6:30 PM

MEDGAR EVERS COLLEGE, CUNY
1638 BEDFORD AVENUE | BROOKLYN, NY 11225

HONOREES

TROY JOHNSON
Founder and President, AALBC.com, LLC
(Affican American Literature Book Club)

CHERYL WILLS
Author and Emmy Award-winning.
Journalist, Spectrum News NY1

To support the Center by buying tickets,
placing ads, and more information,
visit CenterForBlackLiterature.org

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Earlier this year the Center for Black Literature, in
partnership with the National Council of Teachers of
English (NCTE) and the University of Pittsburgh
School of Education, held a writing contest:
Celebrating Black Writers: Voices Calling for Activism
and Social Justice for high school and college
students. The contest celebrates both CBL’s 20th
Anniversary and the National Council of Teachers of
English’s annual National Day on Writing. Winners of
the writing contest will be announced at the Jubilee
celebration and will receive scholarships.

The Jubilee will feature live music by the Ricardo
Strobert Quartet (Ricardo Strobert, Alec Aird, Gene
Torres, and Larry Williams); a poetry performance by
poet, curator, writer, and educator Mahogany L.
Browne (the first-ever poet-in-residence at New
York City’s Lincoln Center and current executive
director of the Bowery Poetry Club); and a dramatic
performance by the critically acclaimed actor,
director, producer, and CBL Teaching Artist Michael

Green, founder of Shades of Truth Theatre. Also of note, legendary visual artist and activist
Ademola Olugebefola, one of the founders of the WEUSI Artist Collective, will create special

awards for the honorees.

The celebration will be hosted by Lurie Daniel Favors, Esq., attorney, activist, executive director
of the Center for Law and Social Justice at Medgar Evers College, and host of the Lurie Daniel

Favors Show on SiriusXM Urban View.

MEDIA and DIGITAL CONTACTS

B Press interviews, media events, and event marketing initiatives are directed to:
e Lea Byrd (Comm. and Marketing Associate): byrd@centerforblackliterature.org or
e April R. Silver (Director of Comm. and Marketing): pr@centerforblackliterature.org
e For phone inquiries, call (718) 756-8501 (office)

B DIGITAL MARKETING DIRECTORY

www.centerforblackliterature.org

@CenterForBlackLiterature

e \Website:
e CBL Facebook:
o Twitter:

@Center4BlackLit

e |nstagram:

@Center4BlackLit

e YouTube:

@CenterForBlackLiteratureMedgarEversCollege
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